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For the Conference of the United Nations 


TERNAL GOD, guide, we pray thee, the representatives of the people assembled 
to establish the institutions of justice and peace. Illumine theirminds. Grant 
them the far-vision that sees beyond the boundaries that must be determined 

to the brotherhood that must be enthroned. Save them from the immediate that 
obscures the ultimate. God of our fathers, our God and the God of our sons, grant 
that our representatives shall be unresponsive to all provincial calls that would beguile 
them from their present duty. Commend us, we pray, to remain constant, strong in 
support of constructive measures, so that a warless world shall be built and swords shall 
be beaten into plowshares. May the scorched earth of today become the good earth of 
tomorrow. ‘Thou who art omnipotent, lead all who possess power to regard it as a 
sacred trust dedicated to the common good. Thou who art just, show us the way to 
justice. Forgive our acquiescence in inequality. ‘Thou who art love, teach us to love 
one another. Grant that our people may have eyes to see and ears to hear. Give to us 
a world vision. May we hear the voices of our sons who in death cry out from a thousand 
battlefields, ‘“Give us enduring peace.’”’ May we hear the voice of the poor, the exploited, 
the downtrodden, calling for justice. May we hear men of all colors and of all races 
summoning mankind to brotherhood. ‘{jForgive our sins. Strengthen our resolve to 
do thy will. ‘Bless the Conference of the United Nations. Let all who assemble in San 
Francisco remember that the city was named for the blessed Saint Francis of Assisi. 
May his spirit be so present that men and nations shall come at last to accept the teach- 
ing of his Master—‘tHe who would be greatest among you must become the servant 
of all.”’” {Bless the President of the United States, and all in authority. Enable them 
with perpetual light. This we ask in the name of Christ who came to bring peace and 
goodwill to men. Amen.—G. Bromley Oxnam. 





IN THIS ISSUE 

















THE LOCAL CHURCH IN POSTWAR DAYS WORKERS TOGETHER WITH HIM 
Report of Social and Moral Welfare Committtee By Dorothy S. MacLeod 


REORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Cooperation and Union 
On the Change of Committee Names 


COMMITTEE DECLINES TO CONDEMN ASSEMBLY AGENCIES HAVE HIGH 
DANCING IN ANSWERING OVERTURE RECEIPTS 


WINNERS OF TWENTY SCHOLARSHIPS 
ANNOUNCED BY LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE 




















LETT ER S Wants Reprints 





Sirs 
In your February 12 issue you pub- 
Answer Desired lished “When Death’s Summons Comes,” 
Sirs: by Chaplain Russell C. Stroup. It is a fine 
Tonight, along with about 400 other article, in such clear, simple language, 
American soldiers, I saw the movie “The “nd at a time when a great wave of per- 


Keys of the Kingdom.” In the past few sona! sorrow and loss is sweeping over 
months I have seen “Song of Bernadette” OUT country it is timely and comforting. 
and “Going My Way,” as have several mil- It should be in the hands of many sorrow- 
lion peas Bie soldiers. These three pic- i™8 ones. Could it be printed in tract 
tures are all first-rate propaganda for the form for distribution? ee we find many 
Catholte Church as well as being delight- splendid articles _RS. OO COOPER 
ful entertainment. Several of my Prot- Jackson, Miss. 
estant men have asked me, “Why do we 





never see movies which place Protestant 
Churches in the same light as these 


movies place the Catholic Chureh?” The Caution to Letter Writers 
answer is: Catholic Action and The Legion 

of Decency, I suppose. But the next ques- ; ' : 
tion is: “What are we doing to see that With the publication of the first 
pictures are produced which place Prot reports prepared for the coming 


estant Churches in the same light?” That 
one I cannot answer, can you? 
BEN L. ROSE, Chaplain 


General Assembly we anticipate 
many comments from our readers, 


SPO 339, New York discussing the merits or demerits of 

these reports, or calling attention to 
From Louisville items of business which should claim 
Sirs 


the Assembly’s attention. 
The Louisville Seminary number of THE 


OUTLOOK was published while I was out All writers are cautoned to BE 
of the city for a series of special services | BRIEF, With unprinted letters omit- 
so that I am late in writing you about it, | 04 each week, pressure upon these 
but on behalf of the faculty, I just wish to ea cat i » 7 oa I i 
express to you our appreciation of the columns is already very great, The 
privilege of having our students get out editors always reserve the right to 
such a number. cut contributions to smaller compass, 
ype th: o feel th: he ave mag ‘ , 

| hope that you may feel that they have | put it is better for the writer to do 
done an acceptable job on it, and that this : : 
project will be of value to THE OUT- this first. Much—perhaps enough— 
LOOK as I am sure it will be to the semi- can be said in less than 300 words. 
naries, Reference; The Lord’s Prayer or the 


FRANK H eng were Gettysburg Address. 
‘resident 


Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, 





Louisville, Ky. 








. . hd 
Supervisor of Dormitories 
Mary Baldwin College wishes to employ an experienced woman as Su- 
pervisor of Dormitories. Institutional experience preferable. Work 
begins in August. 


MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE, STAUNTON, VIRGINIA 








‘EDUCATION HAS ALWAYS YIELDED 
HER BEST FRUIT WHEN ASSOCIATED 
WITH RELIGION. TRAINED MIND RULES 
AMERICA.’’—Woodrow Wilson. 


Davidson College 


Davidson, North Carolina 














1776 HAMPDEN-SYDNEY COLLEGE 1945 


Hampden-Sydney, Va. 


A liberal arts college for men. Ideal location, strong faculty, 
reasonable expense. 


Unusual record for producing leaders in every sphere of the 
aation’s life. 


Personal and vocational guidance for the individual student is 
stressed. 


For further information write to 


PRESIDENT EDGAR G. GAMMON 
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Hearing on Baptism 
Sirs: 

Several weeks ago I sent you a brief 
‘ summation of “The Baptism Ques- 
tion” by airmail, personally directed; and 
asked its early printing in THE PRES- 
BYTERIAN OUTLOOK, but nothing yet! 
So little worthy the subject’s importance 
has been published in reply to Living- 
ston’s questioning article . . . I did feel 
you might give me an opportunity to say 
some things worthwhile in the matter. 

There are sO many nowadays tear- 

ing up or down the faith we love and 
cherish because biblical I am going to 
ask you again to give me a hearing in the 
article as I sent it to you. 

Appreciating your zeal for things new 
and strange now and then, as a special 
bid for publicity. 


Cc. O'N. MARTINDALE 
Baton Rouge, La. 
as = I will pay to have it printed 
soon, if that will hasten it. 


Editors’ Note—Because Dr. Martindale’s 
position had been rather thoroughly pre- 
sented by others before his article arrived 
und because it is the editors’ feeling that 
our readers do not wish to have such dis- 
cussions carried on without limit, his con- 
tribution was not printed. We cannot 
premise to use all contributions submitted, 
but rather to make sure that different 
points of view as they are presented are 
given a fair opportunity. This paper does 
not accept payment for the publication of 
articles, letters or news—only for its ad- 
vertising. At Dr. Martindale’s request we 
are presenting his contribution below. 


A Reminder of Duty 


The gist of the whole matter of child 
baptism is expressed in this formulation 
of the parents’ baptismal obligation: 


You parents acknowledge the inborn 
sinful nature of your child, and its need 
of God's grace in salvation by the atoning 
and cleansing and strengthening power of 
the blood and the spirit of Christ, and 
claim the efficacy of Christ’s death and the 
promise of his spirit for and in it, living 
or dying—Do you? 

You give your child, therefore, unto God 
the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, to be a child of God and a member 
of his household, to be and to do for and 
in and with his (her) life as the Lord 
may think best, claiming God’s covenant 
promise in his (her) behalf through life 
here and beyond—Do you? 

Father and Mother, you promise with 
God's help to train up your child in the 
way he (she) should go, so that even 
when (if) he (she) is old he (she) will 
not depart from it; you promise by his 
grace to strive to lead him (her) a Christly 
example, to teach him (her) the word and 
will of God for life and destiny, to rear 
him (her) in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord, and to help him (her) other- 
wise in every way you know how to live 
as a true child of God should live in the 
home and the church and the school and 
the world—until the time comes when he 
will grasp truth for himself (herself) 
adequately to make his (her) profession 
of faith in and show his (her) devotion to 
Christ and his cause—Do you? 

(The Baptism by the Minister) (Name 
of Child) . . . child of the covenant, in 
obedience to the command of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, I baptize you in complete 
cedication unto the name of God the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
And may your life be all that it ought to 
be by his grace and help! Amen. 


Recommends 
Sirs: 

: Again let me thank you for the fine 
work that you are doing. It is comfort- 
ing to a pastor to have a denominational 
paper which he can sincerely and honestly 
recommend to his people and urge upon 
the leaders of his church. 

WARNER L. HALL 

First Church, 

Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


un- 


weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of she South, Inc., Room 203, 13 North Fitth 
Street, Richmond 19, Virginia. Telephone 2-9492. 10c. a copy. $3 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Twenty Scholarship Winners Are Committee Declines 


Named by Louisville Committee 


Raleigh, New Orleans, Atlanta and 


Selma Young People 


To Receive Four-Year Awards; North Carolina Places Seven 


Twenty Southern Presbyterian high school seniors have been named as 
winners of scholarship awards ranging in value from $2,000 over a four-year 
period to $100 for one year by the General Assembly’s Executive Committee 


of Christian Education in Louisville 
Boggs. 

Miss Josephine Fidelia Snow, Raleigh, 
N. C., is winner of first place. Others to 
win one of the four-year awards 


($1,600, $1,200, and $1,000) are: 
William Arnett Gamble, III, New 
Orleans; Abel McIver Hart, Atlanta; 


and George Washington Cheek, Jr., 
Selma, Ala. 

In order to receive the benefit of 
these scholarships, the winners must at- 
tend any one of the fifteen senior col- 
leges or one of the eight junior colleges 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. When 
the Louisville committee is notified of 
the colleges selected the money will be 
sent directly to the colleges in time for 
entrance next September. 

Twelve girls and eight boys are listed 
among the winners with six of the boys 
named among the first ten. Judges’ se- 
lections were based upon examinations 
taken by the contestants, autobiographi- 
cal sketches, essays on “The Values of 
Church-Related Colleges,’’ high school 
records, including extra-curricular ac- 
tivities, and the list of church and com- 
munity programs in which entrants had 
participated. 

The list of winners shows North Caro- 
lina at the top with seven. Other synods 
placed as follows: Alabama, 3; Florida, 
2; Virginia, 2; and Louisiana, Georgia, 
Missouri, Mississippi, Tennessee and 
South Carolina, one each. Five in the 
list, according to similarity of names in 
the Assembly’s Minutes, appear to be 
sons or daughters of ministers, In ad- 
dition to the four already named, the 
Christian education committee has no- 
tified the following of their selection: 

Sally Mayfield Howard, Mobile, Ala, 

Graham Stephens, Luray, Va. 

Mary Hanson Partridge, Boligee, Ala. 

Jerry C. MeNeely, Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

Nancy Elizabeth Dendy, Orlando, Fla. 

Zeb North Holler, Jr., Greensboro, N. C. 

Ruth Hunt Harper, New Bern, N. C. 

Betty Jeanne Jenkins, Walhalla, 8S. C, 

Alice Archer Allein, Vicksburg, Miss. 

Nancy Alice Parks, Durham, N. C. 

Mary W. Covington, Danville, Va. 

Annie Charles Smith, Greensboro, N. C. 

Ella Perkins Bailey, Clarksville, Tenn. 

Eleanor Maude Compton, Orlando, Fla. 

John Walter Mann, Jr., Red Springs, 
N. C. 


through Executive Secretary Wade H. 





William Nicholson Clark, Jr., 
Mount, N. C. 


Rocky 


Assembly Agencies Report High 
Receipts for Past Year 


Highest receipts yet recorded through 
the church’s regular benevolence chan- 
nels are reported for the year which 
ended March 31 by the Assembly’s 
Training School and by the Committee 
of Religious Education and Publication. 
The Christian Education Committee had 
its third highest year, being surpassed 
by the 1929 and 1926 records, and For- 
eign Missions goes over the million dol- 
lar figure for the first time since 1931 
to reach a mark surpassed by only five 
other years. Though comparative fig- 
ures are not available, it is thought that 
the Assembly’s Home Missions Commit- 
tee also establishes a new record with 
the aid of the emergency fund cam- 
paign. : 

Total receipts reported by these five 
agencies amount to $2,368,761 for a 
gain of $199,787 over last year. 

While moving up toward records 
made during the high prosperity days 
of the 1920’s, these figures represent a 
decided drop in per capita giving since 
that time in view of a church member- 
ship increase of more than 25 per cent. 

Figures for the 1944-45 church year 
as reported by the respective offices are 
as follows: 

Assembly’s Training School 
mond), $29,208; gain, $7,384. 

Religious Education and Publication 
(Richmond), $108,783; gain, $13,720. 

Christian Education ang Ministerial 
Relief (Louisville), $325,288; 
$45,489. 

Assembly’s Home Missions (Atlanta, 
$438,380; gain, $19,764. These figures 
do not include the $57,642 Auxiliary 
Birthday Gift. Home Missions Emer- 
gency Fund, $267,712; gain, $987. 

Foreign Missions (Nashville), $1,- 
071,921; gain, $112,443. These figures 
do not include the Elders’ and Deasons’ 
Fund ($69,827) for the reoccupation of 
the Far East. 


(Rich- 


gain 


To Condemn Dancing; 


Stresses Motivation 


Says to Specify Amusements As 
‘Worldly’ Gives Distorted View 


The Assembly’s Permanent Commit- 
tee on Social and Moral Welfare, con- 
sidering an overture from the Presby- 
tery of Abingdon requesting re-affirma- 
tion of a deliverance by the 1900 As- 
sembly in which the dance was spoken 
of as “conforming to the world,’ and 
“inconsistent with the nature of the 
Christian profession,” has formed its 
answer in terms of other Assembly 
declarations which do not condemn 
dancing as such, while it warns against 
evil motives which can corrupt any re- 
lationship, whether in business, politics, 
race relations or international affairs. 
To condemn certain amusements as 
worldly, the committee says, “is to give 
young people and others a false and dis- 
torted view of the Christian life; it 
would be better for the church to warn 
against over-indulgence in, and abuse 
of, these and other amusements, and 
to encourage positively all wholesome 
recreation and fun.”’ ‘‘Lasciviovs danc- 
ing,” it is said, all right-thinking Chris- 
tians condemn. 


Admonition to Christians 


The committee report, a unanimous 
the cross overshadow all your life. . . .’ 
the cross overshadow all your life... .” 
If a Christian finds that his amuse- 
ments, his business, his politics or his 
position with reference to the great and 
unsolved problems of the world are tak- 
ing him away from Christ, it is his duty 
to give them up, or to bring them into 
conformity with the Christian ideal, for 
Christ’s dear sake.” 

The complete report of the committee 
in answer to the Abingdon overture is 
as follows: 


In answering overture No. 52 from 
the Presbytery of Abingdon, referred to 
this committee by the 1944 General As- 
sembly, which overture asked that the 
General Assembly reaffirm its deliver- 
ance of 1900 and singled out dancing 
for condemnation, we would call atten- 
tion to the fact that the deliverance of 
1900 specifically covered the dance, the 
theatre and the card table. The 1900 
Assembly made this statement: “There 
is dancing which is innocent in itself, 
there are plays that are not immoral, 
and card playing without gambling can- 
not be called a sin. There are also 
dances, stage plays, and games of cards 
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that are in themselves harmful, and 
contrary to the law of God, and such 
being evil, and only evil, are condemned 
and forbidden by the church.’”’ The re- 
mainder of the deliverance admonished 
Christians to abstain from worldly 
amusements entirely lest they be led 
into sin and be hindered in their spirit- 
ual growth and Christian work. 

In 1916, (see Minutes page 73) the 
General Assembly made this deliverance 
on the subject of amusements: “All 
amusements evil in themselves are ito 
be avoided, of course, and amusements 
that are innocent in themselves may be- 
come evil through excess, and it is the 
duty of the Session, in the exercise of 
its constitutional powers, to warn their 
young people against such, but nothing 
is to be considered an offence which 
cannot be proved to be such from Scrip- 
ture, as interpreted by our Standards.” 


“Worldly Conformity” Defined 

In attempting a definition of the term 
“Worldly Conformity,’”’ the General As- 
sembly stated in 1902 that it meant 
“conforming to the sinful practices of 
the world.”’ (See Minutes, page 285.) 
In 1910, the Assembly declared that the 
formulation of a complete and satisfac- 
tory definition of this term being im- 
possible, the matter be left to the Chris- 
tian discretion of each Session (see 
Minutes, page 68). In 1918, (see Min- 
utes, page 32) worldly conformity was 
thus defined: ‘“‘That conformity to a sin- 
ful world, which puts self-indulgence 
above the will of God in such princi- 
ples and practices as mar Christian 
character and influence.” 

In 1930 the Assembly, addressing it- 
self to this same question adopted a 
report which was written by the late Dr 
William R. Dobyns, a portion of which 
reads as follows: ‘‘Recognizing the su- 
preme authority of the voice that 
speaks, ‘‘Come ye out from among them 
and be ye separate. Touch not 
the unclean thing,’’ we call upon our 
people to face squarely the issues pre- 
sented by the complex life of today, in- 
vestigate their true character, measure 
their power to quicken or deaden spirit- 
ual life and arrive at character-making 
decisions which shall control personal 
attitude. ‘‘The personal decision in 
such matters is to be made by a Scrip- 
turally enlightened conscience under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, rather than 
through enforced obedience to positive 
prohibitions of particular forms of hurt- 
ful indulgence and amusements.” 

In view of these statements and be- 
cause of the considerations set forth 
below, we respectfully recommend that 
the General Assembly decline to issue 
a new declaration on the subject of 
dancing: 


Impossible to Condemn Dancing 


1. It would be quite impossible to 
condemn dancing per se from the teach- 
ings of the Scriptures. 

2. ‘‘Lascivious dancing,’’ which is for- 
bidden in Question 139 of the Larger 
Catechism, is not under review and is 
already universally condemned by all 
right-thinking Christians. A deliver- 
ance on the subject of lascivious danc- 
ing is unnecessary and would be of lit- 
tle aid in the enforcement of discipline. 

3. The amusements usually listed as 
worldly—dancing, theatre-going, and 
ecard playing—are not inherently evil, 
nor do they always lead to evil. To con- 
demn them, therefore, as ‘worldly 
amusements” is to give young people 
and others a false and distorted view of 
the Christian life; it would be better 
for the church to warn against over-in- 
dulgence in, and abuse of these and 
other amusements, and to encourage 
positively all wholesome recreation and 
fun. 
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4. Instead of condemning amuse- 
ments which may be innocent, we 
should rather condemn the evil motives 
which sometimes pervert them. The 
“principles and practices that mar 
Christian character and influence”? have 
their roots in the heart and may be 
manifested as dangerously in unwhole- 
some tendencies in business, politics, 
race relations, and in national selfish- 
ness and isolationism, as in amusements. 


Reaffirm 1900 Emphasis 


Having stated our reasons for declin- 
ing to answer the overture in the affirm- 
ative, we would reaffirm with all the 
force we possess, the closing paragraph 
of the pastoral letter of 1900 “Be Chris- 
tians in earnest. Let the dear, sad, 
glorious cross overshadow all your life. 
Never get beyond its chastening pres- 
ence, and let its precious sacrifice be 
the model and inspiration of all you 
do.”’ If a Christian finds that his 
amusements, his business, his politics or 
his position with reference to the great 
and unsolved problems of the world are 
taking him away from Christ, it is his 
duty to give them up, or to bring them 
into conformity with the Christian 
ideal, for Christ’s dear sake. “Be not 
overcome of evil but overcome evil with 
good.” 


Dulles Relieved of Commission 
Leadership for San Francisco Meet 


New York—John Foster Dulles has 
been relieved of his duties as chairman 
of the Commission on a Just and Dur- 
able Peace until the conclusion of the 
San Francisco peace conference, where 
he will serve as a general adviser to 
the American delegation, it has been an- 
nounced here. 

In letters made public by Bishop Ox- 
nam, president of the Federal Council 
of Churches, it was stated that Mr. 
Dulles’ appointment and service in this 
post has no relationship to his leader- 
ship of the commission. In announcing 
his acceptance, Mr. Dulles emphasized 
that no question of religious represen- 
tation was involved. “I am, and always 
have been, strongly opposed to repre- 
sentation of the churches at any peace 
conference,” he declared. 

It is known that the invitation tc 
serve as an adviser was accepted at the 
insistence of the Secretary of State, con- 
curred in by President Roosevelt. 

In his letter to Bishop Oxnam, Mr. 
Dulles expressed the conviction that 
“the suspension of my activities as 
chairman of the commission will in no- 
wise interrupt the mobilization of Chris- 
tian opinion in support of the prnciples 
which the Federal Council of Churches 
has enunciated. The conference will 
need inspiration and guidance from on 
high and the prayers of all devoted peo- 
ple.”’ 

On Sunday night before the confer- 
ence opens in San Francisco Mr. Dulles 
is scheduled to address a mass meeting 
in the Oakland Auditorium, climaxing a 
series of such conferences arranged by 
California councils of churches. 


T. Z. Koo, prominent Chinese Chris- 
tian leader, will attend the San Fran- 
cisco conference as an adviser to Chi- 
nese government delegates. 
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Washington, D. C.—Six religious 
groups, among 42 national organiza- 
tions, have been invited by Secretary of 
State Edward R. Stettinius to designate 
representatives to serve as consultants 
to the American delegation to the San 
Francisco conference. The religious 
bodies designated were: the Federal 
Council of Churches, the National Cath- 
olic Welfare Conference, the Church 
Peace Union, the Catholic Association 
for International Peace, the American 
Jewish Conference, and the American 
Jewish Committee. 

The secretary said it was impracti- 
cable to invite all organizations, but 
that liasion facilities will be provided 
for any; other organizations having 
representatives in San Francisco. 


Protestant-Catholic Action Where 
Possible Urged by Van Kirk 


Toronto, Ont. (RNS).—An appeal to 
Protestants to join Roman Catholics 
“‘wherever and whenever possible” in 
joint or parallel social action was voiced 
here by Walter W. Van Kirk, secretary 
of the Commission on a Just and Du- 
rable Peace of the Federal Council of 
Churches. 

In an address before the Board of 
Evangelism and Social Service of the 
United Church of Canada, in which he 
advocated Canada’s membership in the 
Pan American Union, Dr. Van Kirk cau- 
tioned against religious conflict, assert- 
ing that in the years ahead ‘‘there will 
be battles enough to be fought.” 

“There will be the battle of social and 
of economic justice, of democracy ver- 
sus fascism, of mass education and the 
raising of living standards among the 
underprivileged peoples of the Western 
nations,” he said, and added that it is 
up to Protestants and Roman Catholics 
“‘to see that these battles are not lost 
but won and permanently won.” 

Dr. Van Kirk coupled his plea for co- 
operation with a warning to both Prot- 
estants and Catholics against ‘‘ecclesias- 
tical imperialism” in the Western Hemi- 
sphere. 


Calls for Continental Strategy 


Urging that Protestants develop ‘a 
Continental strategy that will be im- 
pressive and persuasive,”” he suggested 
that Protestant forces of the United 
States and Canada consider jointly pro- 
moting a mission‘to Latin America. 
“There is very little understanding in 
Central and South America,” he said, 
“of the total strength and influence of 
Protestantism in Canada and the United 
States.” 

He proposed that the mission be 
comprised “of the best minds of our 
churches,” and “seek conferences with 
the heads and officials of government, 
and with the leaders of business, educa- 
tion and labor, in these various repub- 
lics, so that Protestantism would be seen 
to be, what in fact it is, a dynamic 
movement of spiritual redemption and 
of social reformation.” 
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The Local Church in Postwar Days 


1. Returning Servicemen 


The first responsibility and privilege of the postwar days 
will be that of welcoming home our men and women from 
the armed services. It is not likely that these men 
and women, of their own volition, will flock to the churches 
to any great degree. In all probability some will come out 
of the war with a deeper faith and a new concern about 
spiritual things. Others will be embittered and even hostile 
to the church. It is likely that the great majority will 
be neither much more religious nor a great deal more in- 
different than when they went away. At the same time 
almost all will have had to face the issues of life and of 
death more seriously than ever before. In this fact there 
may well be a point of contact and an opportunity to enlist 
these men and women in the work of the church. We 
must do our utmost to take advantage of that opportunity. 

Although, as always, the pastor must be a leader, the 
responsibility of this work must not be left with him alone. 
Every session should appoint a strong committee from the 
congregation which will be in charge of planning and carry- 
ing forward a suitable program for those returning from 
the war. Arrangements should be made for all soldiers and 
sailors to be visited by representatives of the church as 
promptly as possible after their return. . It would be 
wise for a committee of business men to be appointed in 
the church which could help these men find employment 
in the local community if possible. This is a service which 
every church should render especially for its own members, 
but which should be extended also to others when that is 
possible. ‘ 

There must be no “unemployment” in the church itself 
for those who return with a desire to be at work in the 
Kingdom. The program of the congregation should be 
projected on such a basis as to challenge these men with 
opportunities for service. Outpost missions should be estab- 
lished and social welfare work undertaken. Only a virile 
and aggressive program is likely to hold many of them for 
IOMS. . « « 

Our returning servicemen will not wish to be forgotten, 
but, on the other hand, they certainly will not want to be 
considered as a class apart or to be constantly reminded 
of their war experiences. Those who have been wounded 
should by no means be treated with pity, nor should any 
feeling of shock at the nature of their wounds be expressed. 
These men desire to be received only as men; to be whole 
and independent personalities—and to be recognized as such. 
Multitudes of those who return whole in body will bear 
nervous and spiritual wounds—the effects of which will 
be long in passing. For some of these the advice of a 
pastor, wise and experienced in counselling, or of a psy- 
chiatrist will be needed. For many, however, time will 
prove a sufficient remedy if only they are met with the 
patience, the understanding, and the Christian friendship 
which it should be our privilege to give. 


2. Racial Readjustments 


As we welcome our defenders home from the war we 
must not forget that these do not come from any one race 
or class. . . . Although our own church should be deeply 
interested in all such groups, and active wherever need for 
the improvement of relationships exists, our primary respon- 
sibility and concern is for the large Negro population of 
the South. Hundreds of thousands of Negroes have an- 
swered the call of their country, and multitudes of these 
have served with distinction. Having labored and fought 


for freedom and justice abroad, they may rightly expect to 
receive a larger share of these at home. 

The Church of Jesus Christ cannot be unconcerned about 
this matter. She must not show less of the spirit of her 
Master than is suggested by the practice of many labor 
unions. She dare not allow Communism to show more 
actual concern for justice to Negroes than is manifested 
by Christians. These men are our fellow-countrymen; they 
are brother members of the human family; more particu- 
larly, many of them are our brothers in Christ. We must 
demonstrate to them and to the world that Christian 
brotherhood is more than a beautiful theory. 

The pattern of our society will not be altered over- 
night and a separateness of the races in some spheres of 
life may well be maintained for the good of each. Dis- 
crimination against Negroes in employment and in the use 
of the ballot, unequal educational, housing, and health ad- 
vantages, and a failure to enforce the law with an even 
hand are different matters. If our faith means anything 
real, Christians must be concerned about these things and 
must help to bring about a better day in our country. 

The greatest part of this work must be done by individual 
Christians who, in business, in civic affairs, and in personal 
relationships will stand for justice and for friendship be- 
tween the races. The church, through its pulpit and through 
its various organizations, should constantly seek to empha- 
size the necessity for bringing Christian principles into prac- 
tice in the matter of race relations. It is highly important 
that contact be maintained between Christians of both races 
and that these should consult and cooperate with one an- 
other in the reduction of racial friction and the encourage- 
ment of mutual understanding and helpfulness. In most 
communities we believe that the establishment by all the 
churches of interracial committees which could function in 
this area would be exceedingly helpful. Opportunities for 
worship in which members of both races will participate 
should also be arranged as a means to greater sympathy 
and understanding whenever this is possible. 


3. Moral Standards and Practices 


It has been generally true in the past that after war there 
has been a lowering of moral standards in the community 
as a whole. Certainly this was true after the last war, and 
there are many clear indications of a strong current run- 
ning in that direction in our national life today. Intem- 
perance and impurity have increased during the war. The 
use of profanity has become increasingly common in all 
walks of society. The Sabbath Day is more and more com- 
monly being given over to secular interests. 

We believe that church members should first of all be 
careful about these matters in their own lives and should 
so live that their conduct may be conducive to their own 
spiritual growth and may provide a wholesome example for 
others. As citizens they should also be active in their 
support of those measures, movements, and political leaders 
whose influence is clearly on the side of individual morality 
and of civic righteousness. An effort should be made to 
provide adequate opportunities for wholesome recreation 
for all races and classes. i 


4. Marriage and the Home 


The postwar world will witness increasing problems in 
the area of family relationships. Our national record in the 
matter of divorce was a scandal and a cause of grave con- 
cern even before the war. It is likely that past records will 








6 THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


pale into insignificance in the years just ahead. So many 
war marriages have been contracted in haste and upon an 
utterly inadequate basis that many of them in all probability 
cannot endure. Some estimates indicate that as many as 
fifty per cent of these will end in divorce. This situation 
not only means tragedy for many individual lives but con- 
stitutes a tremendous problem for society and for the 
churches, 

It is the responsibility of the church in its local com- 
munity to do all that it can to preserve family ties. In 
many cases the friendship and counsel of Christian people 
may be able to save homes which would otherwise be 
broken. The members of the church will often have con- 
tacts and information which are not available to the minis- 
ter and can make an approach which is not open to him. 
In instances where they cannot help in any other way, they 
may at least persuade a couple to talk with the minister 
before going to a lawyer. 

(In the next paragraph the committee recommends that 
each presbytery erect a permanent committee on remar- 
riage and divorce.) 

In this matter, as in many others, the largest contri- 
bution which can be made by church members is in the 
sphere of personal example. The Christian home is itself 
the strongest practical argument for the Christian view of 
marriage. Let our members be more concerned than ever 
to establish and to maintain their own family relation- 
ships upon such a plane that their homes may be a blessing 
and a source of strength to community and to church alike. 

In this connection we believe the church should em- 
phasize to those who marry, the duty and privilege of 
parenthood. A voluntary refusal of married couples to bear 
a reasonable number of children is a thwarting of one of 
the divine purposes in establishing the marriage relation- 
ship. Such a refusal results in the impoverishment of the 
home, of the nation, and of the church and, when based 
on selfishness, a desire for comfort, or an unwillingness to 
make sacrifices, it is unworthy of Christians. It is a re- 
proach to our church that among people who, for the most 
part, are economically able to rear children and who repre- 
sent the best heredity in our nation, families of as many as 
three children have become unusual. A couple so situated 
can seldom do more for the ultimate good of humanity or 
for the glory of God than by bringing new lives into the 
world and by rearing children in the nurture and admonition 
of God. The next generation will sorely need the leader- 
ship which only Christian homes can produce. 


5. World Order 


The allied nations and their peoples have been 
bound together in a common effort by the necessity of over- 
coming common enemies and by the basic instinct for self- 
preservation. 

With the end of hostilities these powerful motives for 
unified effort and cooperation will disappear. Men and 
nations will once more feel free to listen to the voices of 
greed, ambition, selfishness, and pride which have so often 
ruled their actions in the past and have done so much to 
create those conditions which we have learned, at such great 
cost, inevitably lead to world conflict. In that hour and 
in that atmosphere the representatives of the victorious 
nations will meet to put in operation their plans for world 
peace. The success of their efforts will depend primarily 
on the spirit in which they approach their task. 

As has been recently said, “The making of peace is not 
simply a matter of treaties and constitutions. It is a 
spiritual enterprise in which all turns upon the attitudes and 
resolution of men. Tariffs and boundaries are not simply 
causes; they are effects. They register the moods of the 
men who make them.’’ No political or economic readjust- 
ments can be effective to preserve peace unless they rest on 
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sound moral and spiritual foundations. 

The church and its leaders are alive to this truth today 
as they never were during the First World War. In March, 
1942, the National Study Conference at Delaware, Ohio, 
gave as its first guiding principle for a just and durable 
peace the following: 


We believe that moral law, no less than physical law, 
undergirds our world. There is a moral order which is 
fundamental and eterfhal, and which is relevant to the 
corporate life of men and the ordering of human so- 
ciety. If mankind is to escape chaos and recurrent 
war, social and political institutions must be brought 
into conformity with his moral order. 


In October, 1943, about 150 leaders of the Protestant, 
Catholic, and Jewish faiths issued a joint declaration on 
peace containing as its first principle, the following: 


The organization of a just peace depends upon prac- 
tical recognition of the fact that not only individuals 
but nations, states and international society are subject 
to the sovereignty of God and to the moral law which 
comes from God. 


Many men high in the councils of their respective nations 
have echoed these sentiments. 

A noteworthy contribution to the subject of the churches 
and world order is found in the message to the churches 
adopted by the National Study Conference on The Churches 
and a Just and Durable Peace, at Cleveland, in January of 
this year. We commend this message to the thought- 
ful and prayerful consideration of every member of our 
church. It goes to the heart of the problem of world 
peace. It is practical and constructive in its treatment of 
the subject. It may well serve as the basis for much con- 
structive action in the future. . . 

(The report calls attention to three sections of the mes- 
sage: (1) the section which calls on the churches to 
strengthen and unify their missionary enterprises at home 
and abroad; (2) the section which recommends that the 
churches support the Dumbarton Oaks proposals as an im- 
portant step in the direction of world cooperation; and (3) 
the section which deals with the nature of the peace settle- 
ment in Europe and Asia. “The settlement should make 
possible the reconciliation of victors and vanquished.” The 
power of Germany and Japan to make war should be re- 
moved, but ‘‘necessary discipline’’ should not be vindictive. ) 

In the making of peace, nations must act through their 
civil leaders. These leaders, however, can act only in the 
manner and to the extent that they have the support of 
their peoples. It is the duty of our church, as of other 
churches, to bring home to very member the importance 
of this hour, the issues at stake, and the truth that the 
making of a just and lasting peace is first of all a spiritual 
enterprise in which their active support is a basic necessity. 
We call upon pastors, Bible teachers, young people’s leaders, 
and all others in a position to do so to bring this matter to 
the attention of our people without delay, praying that there 
may be formed a body of Christian opinion throughout the 
world reflecting the teachings of Christ so clearly and with 
such power that it will provide an adequate, moral and 
spiritual foundation for a just and lasting peace. 


We recommend: 


1. That the General Assembly adopt this report and urge 
that it be studied by the men, the women, and the young 
people of the church during the coming year. 

2. That pastors be urged to study the report and either 
to read it to their congregations or preach on the general 
topic, drawing on the report as may seem advisable. 

3. That, in light of the present world emergency, every 
church, including its organizations for men, women and 
young people, be urged to set aside, at the earliest possible 
day, a special period of study of the Christian Bases of 
World Order, with particular reference to the Dumbarton 
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Oaks Proposais as modified at San Francisco. 

4. That the joint committee on adult work and the young 
people’s division of’ the religious education committee be 
instructed without delay to prepare or recommend material 
that can be used for this purpose and to promote such study 
groups through the church. 

5. That the planning committee of the General Assembly 
be instructed to set aside one month in each year, exclusive 
of June, July and August, for the special consideration and 
study of some topic in the general field of Christian re- 
lations, and that this topic be approved by the General 
Assembly on recommendation of the Committee on Moral 
and Social Welfare. . 


. 

Respectfully submitted, Stuart R. Oglesby, Chairman; 
Ww. A. Alexander, Melton Clark, R. A. Law, Dunbar H. 
Ogden, J. McDowell Richards, Charles E. Tyler, Ernest Trice 
Thompson, W. H. Williams, George Wright. 

(The committee’s answer to the overture referred by the 
last General Assembly on the subject of dancing is reported 
in other columns of this issue.) 





[T HAPPENED TO ME 





lating humorous incidents which are directly related 

to the work of the ministry. Some of the jokes 
may be innocent humor, but too often they make light of 
sacred things and come near to being the betrayal of con- 
fidences. I confess that in this regard I am the chief of 
sinners. [ never gave the matter serious thought until 
recently when I read the sharp criticism of this habit by 
Phillips Brooks. In his Yale Lectures on Preaching in 
1877, he said: 


THE SECRETARIES SPEAK 


M ici ministers have the habit of telling jokes or re- 





I think that at least there is another creature who 
ought to share with the clerical prig the contempt of 
Christian people. I mean the clerical jester in all the 
varieties of his unpleasant existence. He appears in 
and out of the pulpit. He lays his hands on the most 
sacred things and leaves defilement upon all he 
touches. He is full of Bible jokes. There are 
passages in the Bible which are soiled forever by the 
touch which the hands of ministers who delight in 
cheap and easy jokes have left upon them. . . . Keep 
the sacredness of your profession clear and bright 
even in little things. Refrain from all joking about 
congregations, flocks, parish visits, sermons, the mis- 
haps of the pulpit, or the makeshifts of the study. 
Such joking is always bad, and almost always stupid; 
but it is very common. 


Such advice by a great preacher should be _ seriously 
considered by us. I am going to turn over a new leaf my- 
self. I wonder if the column, ‘‘It Happened to Me,” is an 
opportunity to ministers to be guilty of the thing Phillips 
Brooks warned against. 


W. CHARLES MALLOY. 
Dunedin, Fla. 


Editors’ Note—It is not intended to violate such a prin- 
ciple. In perhaps no other vocation do men collect such 
a rich store of humorous and unusual experiences as in the 
ministry. Within the boundaries which Phillips Brooks 
set up there is ample room for the kind of stories which 
are invited for use in this column. As a class, ministers 
are not aloof or untouchable or sour pessimists, though 
many people who do not know them think they are. This 
column sets itself to demonstrate that they are human 
beings who have a grand time, and who can recognize a 
joke when they see it—even if it is at their expense. 


Workers Together With Him 


By DOROTHY S. MacLEOD* 


HESE ARE days that call for, yea demand action! The 
challenge, ‘‘Arise, therefore, and be doing . . . as 
workers together with him,’’ speaks to the hearts of 

the women of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., as they 
enter into definite areas for thoughtful study, prayer and 


Christian action through their programs for the new year, 
such as: 


Consider the Children, How They Grow! How fast they 
grow! How do they grow? “If we work upon marble, it 
will perish; if on brass, time will efface it. If we rear 
temples, they will crumble into dust; but if we work upon 
immortal minds, and imbue them with principles, with 
the just fear of God and love of our fellowman, we engrave 
on those tablets something that will brighten to all eter- 
nity.” 

Are we ‘On the beam?” What is the work of the De- 
fense Service Council? How may we share in War Relief? 
How may we help now to build our world of tomorrow? 
How can we ‘‘maintain the tfe’’ with those in service? 
“Let’s face it now!’ What will you do “When Johnny 
and Mary come marching home’? Are you ready? Will 
your church challenge them? Every Christian home, every 
church should enable its members to have roots and wings. 

You leave your fingerprints on all objects handled. Man 
discovers, too, that he leaves his moral fingerprints on 
everything he touches. Let us attempt to discover anew 
that work which we may undertake that the impress of 


*Mrs. W. Murdoch MacLeod, 
Assistant Secretary of Woman’s Work. 


Christ may be made upon the hearts of all men. ‘‘Protes- 
tantism is a lay movement in which everyone who comes 
into a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ becomes a laborer 
in the vineyard, and the vineyard is not confined to the 
church itself, but embraces the community with all its 
problems, its prejudices, its abuses, its deficiences, its 
evils.”’ 

There are many armies, but one war. ‘Trained leader- 
ship is the requirement in the army, so should it be in 
the Master’s army. It is necessary for us to know Christian 
strategy and tactics to rightly ‘divide the word of truth,’ 
and to fight for the cause of the Kingdom of God. Your 
job and mine is to supply money, equipment and personal 
service to win in the spiritual conquest of human hearts.” 
Our field is the world, Our community, the uttermost part 
of the earth. 

“Do I want a Christian world? Why concern myself? 
What have I to share? Does it matter what I think? Yes, 
the Church must win.” “Many armies are needed, armies 
that will preserve Spiritual values in the homeland, that 
will strengthen faith, that will create a brotherhood, that 
will maintain peace, that will hold fast to sacred tradition, 
that will teach all to observe civic order, that will scatter 
Christianity into every nook and corner of our land,” yea, 
into all the world. : 


“Rise up, O World, the light is on the hill; 
Face valiantly the work that lies ahead. . 
God’s bugles blow, the dawn of light is here; 
Stand on thy feet and put away thy fear!” 
WILLIAM L. STIDGER. 
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EDITORIAL 


New Power for Peace 

Franklin Roosevelt’s power for peace 
may be even greater in his death than 
had he lived. This may be wishful think- 
ing but it is also an earnest prayer. The 
unprecedented, globe-encompassing sor- 
row manifest in his passing indicates 
that his name and ideals are a symbol 
of hope for the multitudes of earth. 

By his own dedication and personal 
sacrifice for the of peace, in 
more penetrating phrases than any he 
uttered in life, he speaks now to the 
world’s heart. The closing words of 
the last address which he prepared are 
filled with significance: 

“To all who dedicate them- 
selves with us to the making of an abid- 
ing peace, I say: The only limit to our 
realization of tomorrow will be our 
doubts of today. Let us move forward 
with strong and active faith.” 





cause 


Committee on Cooperation 

In view of the publication of the re- 
port of the Assembly’s Permanent Com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union in this 
issue (page 10) this may be as good a 
time as any to suggest, with deep gra- 
titude for what has been done, that one 
phase of possible service which may be 
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rendered by the committee seems. to 
have been almost overlooked during its 
past life. 

We would not want for an instant to 
detract from the imperative of working 
toward Presbyterian reunion, but it 
seems to us that there is a vast field 
of opportunity before the Christian 
forces of the nation in the realm of co- 
operation. After all, this committee is 
also a committee on cooperation. 

While the movement toward union 
goes ahead, is it beyond the realm of 
possibility, or is it undesirable, that 
studies should be instituted by, or under 
the direction of, this committee, look- 
ing toward the discovery of areas of co- 
operative endeavor in which needed 
steps can be taken by our church and 
others? 

Yes, recall efforts along these 
lines made by this very committee a few 
years ago—efforts which were promptly 
smothered—but we are not yet ready to 
believe that such is to be the full and 
final realization of the will of God 
this area, 

Without having investigated the sit- 
uation at all it seems that there must 
be great possibilities which could be un- 
covered by the church’s permanent com- 
mittee on cooperation. It has the power 
to study and to recommend a greater 
unity of effort in the fields of evangel- 
ism, domestic and world missions, op- 
portunities among Negroes, religious 
education, radio, the training of minis- 
ters and lay workers, the school and col- 
lege program, and many others. In ad- 
dition to the groups specifically charged 
with these tasks it would be of tre- 
mendous importance to have such men 
as these on the committee on coopera- 
tion approaching the opportunities from 
other points of view. 

For one thing, within the Alliance of 
Reformed Churches (or, the Presbyte- 
rian Alliance) there exists now a frame- 
work which holds vastly more possibili- 
ties than have yet been realized. This 
might well serve as a, starting point 
from which Presbyterians could move 
together in unifying some of the basic 
efforts of the church. 


we 


in 


Labor-Management Accord 


A long step toward mature relation- 
ships between labor and management 
was taken when Eric Johnston, presi- 
dent of the United States Chamber of 
Commerce, William Green, president of 
the American Federation of Labor, and 
Phillip Murray, president of the Con- 
gress cf Industrial Organizations, 
signed their “New 
Labor end Management.” 


re- 
cently Charter for 

Past years of adolescent tensions. due 
largely to growing pains both ef indus- 
try and of labor, have not seen the kind 
of e‘forts to understand which must be 
shown by partners in any enterprise. 
The role of the church in all this has 
not been one which stimulates our 
pride, To be sure, some denominations 
have seen the problem clearly for a long 
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while and have done more than others. 
Some groups of cooperating Christians 
have a good bill of health. But, for the 
greater part, the church, including our 
own denomination, has too often been 
partisan in its sympathies, or, afraid 
to follow the implications of its faith, 
it has not served to build the kind of 
goodwill which it had the power to 
achieve. Neither labor nor manage- 
ment now looks to the men of religious 
faith for the resources which we tell 
ourselves we can offer for all the rela- 
tionships of life. 

One of the first and best things which 
we can do is to hasten along and over- 
take the procession in our fundamental 
attitudes, for, if the church cannot catch 
step with the working world its day is 
done. A Christian man in a responsi- 
ble position in organized labor declares 
that at one time, following bitter op- 
position on the part of church people 
in a particular situation, he had come 
to think he could not expect anything at 
all from the church in the way of sym- 
pathy, understanding and cooperation. 
But just then he was invited to be one 
of labor’s representatives in a denomina- 
tional study of the problems involved in 
the whole structure of management-la- 
bor-public relationships. According to 
his account of that experience, this op- 
portunity saved him to and for the 
church. 

A national church body last year de- 
clined to state as fundamental the im- 
portance of a worker’s membership in 
a labor union in adopting an extremely 
important report on this subject. Now 
these management-labor leaders, in 
their ‘‘new charter,” take the question 
out of the realm of controversy. They 
accept it as basic as it has long been 
accepted in Great Britain. Through col- 
lective bargaining agreements, they say 
in their statement, understanding will 
come and strife will be avoided, 

For too long a time we have been 
willing to preach to labor or to man- 
agement, but as one Christian labor 
leader said recently, ‘“‘There’s something 
else you have to do before you have the 
right to preach.” That something else 
the church must be deeply concerned to 
find——and to do. 


Alcoholics Anonymous 


One of the most 
ments in 
Alcoholics 


interesting move- 
the contemporary scene is 
Anonymous. Recently I 
read the literature of the movement and 
preached a series of three sermons on 
the way of Alecohunes Anonymous. But 
my most interesting contact with the 
movement came when a woman of my 
community came me with the 
familiar story of the havoe which drink 
had wrought in her home. Every 
minister knows the sense of futility with 
which he approaches fhis problem we 
face so often in our congregations. This 
time I got in touch with the Alcoholics 
Anonymous group in the city. Since 
then it has been a keen pleasure to 
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work with them and through them in 
this case and in another case. These 
men, who have been alcoholics and have 
found the power to quit it,, have an 
effective message to the alcoholic. It is 
a message that is implicit in the Chris- 
tian faith. Its success depends as 
always on whether the’ man really 
wants to quit drinking. But the men 
of Alcoholics Anonymous’ understand 
the alcoholic in a way that most minis- 
ters do not. And the men of Alcoholics 
Anonymous are themselves effective 
witnesses to the redemptive power of 
the way they propose. 

As a Christian minister I am aware 
of a lack of positive Christian content 
in the message of Alcoholics Anony- 
mous, but in the experience of most of 
these men this is filled in by the teach- 
ing of the church. Alcoholics Anony- 
mous needs the church, but the minis- 
ter of the church needs the help of this 
group as he works with men who are 
slaves to alcohol. 

HOLMES ROLSTON. 


A New Kind of Missionary 


He is known as Chaplain Henderson 
(by some as Sergeant Henderson, be- 
cause he was a U. S. army sergeant in 
the last war). He is employed by the 
Park Street Church of Boston, Mass., 
simply to go here and there on the 
Commons and up and down the streets 
of Boston speaking to men and women, 
handing out pamphlets and seeking to 
win people to a decision for Christ. 

He meets all types—sailors in from 
the sea, soldiers on leave, loose women, 
alcoholics. He experiences all kinds of 
reactions—from open hostility and se- 
cret ridicule to eager interest and heart 
hunger. But to one and all he says in 
effect: ‘‘Brother, sister, let me help 
you. I was once down and out myself, 
away from God, under the _ terrible 
power of sin. By his grace through the 
Lord Jesus Christ he saved me, and he 
can do the same for you.’’ 

Chaplain Henderson has no college 
education, he is no Bible scholar; but in 
his sincere, straight4from-the-shoulder 
way, he has personally led more than 
3,000 people in Boston to accept the 
Lord Jesus Christ as their personal 
Savior and Lord. Each Sunday morning 
he is out on the street in front of the 
Park Street Church ‘pulling in strang- 
ers,”’ and Sunday afternoon he is out on 
the Commons ‘‘hunting them down,” as 
he puts it. 

I have no idea what his salary is, but 
am sure he is worth more to the Park 
Street Church and to the kingdom of 
God than could ever be computed in dol- 
lars and cents. I have been wondering, 
since becoming acquainted with him and 
his work, why more of our larger city 
churches do not employ a similar worker 
as a member of the church staff. Nota 
bad idea for our committees on evan- 
gelism to consider! 

But there would be one drawback— 
our members at large would tend to lose 
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their sense of responsibility for bringing 
others in. And yet the majority of 
church members seem to have lost it al- 
ready. As a good member at Park 
Street said to me, ‘‘All of us ought to 


be doing the kind of thing Chaplain 
Henderson is doing, but I am afraid 
none of us are!” A statement as tragic 
as it is true! 

J. CALVIN REID. 





THE PLEASE DEPARTMENT 


A Thought for the Children 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“The Lord is merciful and gracious.” 
Psalm 103:8. 


ITTLE JENNIFER Jellybean, 
youngest of the Jellybeans, was 
walking down town with her 

mother. She was old enough to read 
anything in capitals, and she was read- 
ing all the signs in sight. One in large 
red letters attracted her attention: 


DO NOT CROSS THE STREET 
BETWEEN INTERSECTIONS 
P. D. 


‘Mamma, what does P. D. mean?” 

“It means Police Department, dar- 
ling.” 

“Oh, the Please Department. Isn’t 
that nice! Mamma, will people do things 
for the Please Department they won’t 
do for anybody else?”’ 


Yes, Jennifer, indeed they will. Some 
people live a long time and always won- 
der what is the matter with the world. 
Nobody seems to like them. They have 
no idea how much nicer they would be 
if they would only start a Please De- 
partment. 

Every home ought to have a Please 
Department. You can always tell a bad 
home from a good one, In the bad home 
no one talks in anything but a shout. 
Everybody is trying to talk everybody 
else down, to order every one else 
around. Sometimes one person can 
shout so loudly or is so mean that every 
one else jumps when he speaks. But 
they are not very happy. In other bad 
homes there is no one person who can 
order every one else around, and so 
every one shouts at once. But it takes 
a Please Department really to keep or- 
der. Stores have Please Departments 
too, or if they don’t people stop buying 
there. And nations... . 

‘‘Mamma, does God have a Please De- 
partment?” 

Yes, even God. He says Please to all 
his friends. In fact, he does not want 
any one for-a friend who doesn’t want 
to be one. All the prophets in the Bible 
are part of God’s Please Department. 
They were not always saying, You must 
come; they would say, Whosoever will, 
let him come. They kept on pleading 
with the people, reminding them how 
good God had been and how much he 
wanted them to be good. Some of the 
prophets thundered, “You must!” and 
never said please at all, but not many 
people listened. And when Jesus came, 


his whole life and death, everything he 
was and said, were just God saying 
Please to you and me. It is true, peo- 
ple will love God more and do more for 
him when they hear him saying Please 
than for any other reason. 

“Mamma, suppose people don’t do 
what the Please Department says?” 

Jennifer’s mother knew very well. 
Before those signs were put up, all the 
women shoppers, from Mortgage Park 
or out on Catawampus River, had 
crossed the street where they liked. And 
even after the signs were put up, some 
ladies did not believe them till they dis- 
covered the P. D. was charging them 
a dollar for every time they forgot. 


In that case, Jennifer, the Please De- 
partment has to do something about it. 
You know how it is at home. If it’s 
something you don’t really have to do, 
we don’t push you. You remember the 
time you didn’t want to go riding with 
us when we said Please, and we went 
off to Aunt Emma’s by ourselves and 
you missed all that good time we had? 
But if there is something you really 
must do, and you don’t pay attention 
to ‘‘Please,’’ then we have to do some- 
thing about it. You remember when 
I said, ‘‘Please don’t tease the kitty,” 
and the kitty was mewing “Please” as 
well as she could? And you didn’t 
want to stop, and [I let you go right on 

. Yes, the cat scratched you and 
you learned the hard way. It’s the 
same with grown people. Some men are 
shut up in jail this fine afternoon who 
wouldn’t be there if they had listened 
to the Please Department. Their 
mothers and their teachers and the city 
and the church and even God all said 
‘Please don’t,’’ but they paid no atten- 
tion and now they are in bad trouble. 

Even God cannot go on_ saying 
Please forever. Sometimes, if we do 
not listen, he lets us have our own way, 
and we miss something very fine and 
beautiful. Perhaps we never know what 
we have missed. But other times he 
lets us go on and learn by getting hurt. 
And other times he has to do what the 
city ‘“‘Please Department” does, he has 
to punish us till perhaps we learn to 
listen better. 

There isn’t any sense in saying Please 
all day when no one pays any attention. 
You don’t like to play with children 
who don’t know what Please means. 
Maybe God gets tired the same way. 
And the worst thing God can do to us 
is just to go away and leave us. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Ad Interim Committee Asks for 
Full Study of R. E.-C. E. Set-Up 


Re-appointed by the last General As- 

sembly to recommend a_ clarifying 
, 

change of names for the committees on 





“Christian Education’ and ‘Religious 
Education,” the ad interim committee 
has found it impossible to accomplish 


the task 
Religious 


under the present division of 


Education-Christian Educa- 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN 


tion responsibility. 

In a report signed by W. L. Carson, 
Richmond, chairman, the committee 
suggests the appointment of another ad 
interim committee “to study the whole 
matter of the names, organization and 
functions of these two committees, to- 
gether with the entire program of Chris- 
tian education in the Assembly, synods, 
presbyteries and local churches.” 


OUTLOOK 


. Progress Is Reported On 


Plan of U. 8.-U. S. A. Reunion 
Progress is being made in the study 
of suggestions and criticisms of plans 
for the reunion of the Presbyterian 
Churches, U. S. and U. §. A., according 
to the annual report of the Assembly’s 
Permanent Committee on Cooperation 
and However, the work of the 
joint drafting committees has not yet 
reached a stage warranting a report of 
proposed revisions in the plan, the com- 
mittee declares in its report submitted 
to the Assembly by Dunbar H. Ogden, 


Union. 


New Orleans, chairman, and David L. 
Stitt, St. Louis, secretary. 


First announcement of contacts with 
representatives of the United Presbyte- 
rian Church is made in the committee’s 
report. The last General Assemblies— 
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United and U. §.—authorized explora- 
tion of the possibilities of union, but, 
according to the committee report, af- 
ter conference and study of the pdéssi- 
bilities now open before the church, it 
was decided to recess, subject to call 
of the chairmen of the respective com- 
mittees, and.to await developments and 


further instructions from the General 
Assemblies. 

It was the opinion of the U. S. com- 
mittee, the report declares, that, in 


view of repeated authorization by its 
Assembly to continue negotiations with 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., look- 
ing toward reunion, and in view of the 
plan of reunion now being studied, “‘it 
would not be wise at the present time 
to enter into other negotiations in which 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., 
would not be included. ‘The United 
Presbyterian members made it clear 
that, according to the action of their 
Assembly, they were not at this time at 
liberty to enter into negotiations that 
would include the Presbyterian Church, 
a. k &* 

The Assembly is being asked to enter 
into an exchange of fraternal delegates 
between the United and the U. S. high 
courts in order that the two churches 
may become better acquainted. 


Council Urges Lay Leadership 


For Use in Pastorless Churches 


Atlanta, Ga. (RNS).—An_ overture 
seeking lay leadersiip in  pastorless 
churches will be submitted to the 85th 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S., at Montreat, N. 
C., May 24-30, by the denomination’s 
home mission council. 

Citing an “alarming shortage” of 
ministers and workers, the council said 
that 15 per cent of the pastors on the 
assembly’s roll had become chaplains, 
many were required to retire from ac- 
tive service because of the assembly’s 
retirement rule, and a large number of 
those graduating from seminaries were 
entering the chaplaincy. 


It will ask the General Assembly to 
make “an earnest appeal to the elders 
of the church and other consecrated 
laymen, capable of conducting religious 
worship, to volunteer for such service 
under the direction of the home mis- 
sion committee of the presbytery in or- 
der that congregations may have serv- 
ices and be encouraged in this time of 


extreme emergency in the church’s home 
mission work.” 


Christians Continue in Places 
Of Leadership in China 


According to the Sunday School 
World, though less than one per cent of 
her 450 million people are Christians, 
yet Who’s Who in China reveals that 
one out of every six leaders is a Chris- 
tian and one out of every two has been 
educated in Christian schools and col- 


leges.—I. C. P. I. S. 
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The Greatest Asset 


of the Church and of the Nation is found in the young people of the land. Recog- 
nizing this fact the Presbyterian Church in the South, and all the Churches of the 
United States, are giving renewed attention to the higher education of our boys and 
girls. 


THE CHRISTIAN COLLEGES 


of the Church provide the most potent factor, outside of the home, for developing 
dependable character and for giving direction to these young lives, so full of far- 
reaching possi ilities. 


A PHILOSOPHER’S ADVICE 


After Napoleon had crushed Germany and left her in sore distress the Prussian 
ruler called the famous philosopher Humboldt to aid in reorganizing the stricken 
kingdom. It was them that Humboldt said, ‘Whatever you would put into the state 
you must first put into the school.”’ Inthe Germany of today we see the confirmation 
of this truth and see the results of what was put in the school in the seventies, 
and since. 


THE COUNTRY LIFE COMMISSION’S OPINION 


A careful survey was made by the Roosevelt Commission on Country Life. In 
its report is this statement: “The best way to preserve iteals for private conduct and 
public life is to build up the institutions of religion. The Ciuiurch kas ereat powers 
of leadership.’’ The most potent institution of the Church is the Christian College. 


THE CONVICTION OF AN EDUCATOR 


President Hadley, a former president of Yale University, was right when he 
said, ‘‘I do not believe you are going to make the right kind of a citizen by a god- 
less education and then adding in religion afterward. The idea is wrong. Edu- 
cation and Religion must go hand-in-hand.”’ 


A CHALLENGE FOR TOMORROW 


“The churches of America,’’ says George E. Lundy, “‘are face to face with a 
great opportunity as well as a grave responsi ility. The challenge to rebuild the 
world spiritually, to reconstruct lives, to reesta)lish faith and hope, to renew 
confidence and courage, to reinvest life with meaning and purpose must, and will, 
be met by the Church. This challenge, of which church leaders and their people 
are fully aware, is soul-stirring and imperative.”’ 

More Students for Our Colleges—Better Colleges ?7or Our Students 


Our Colleges Are in the Budgets of the Synods—Not of 
the General Assembly 


WHAT ARE YOU DOING FOR THIS WORK IN YOUR SYNOD? 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 


Christian Higher Education 


Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D. D., Executive Secretary 


410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky 
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leges, universities and theological semi- CHANGES 
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MENTION ministering to spiritual needs of all of June 1. S 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Settlement and Struggle in Canaan 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SOHOOL LESSON 


FOR APRIL 29 


Joshua, Judges, Ruth 
printed Text: Judges 2:6-7, 11-12, 18-21; 6:11-16, 25-42; Ruth 2:2-3, 8, 17-18 


Our lessons this quarter give us a 
rapid survey of Bible history from Gene- 
sis to Revelation. Our printed text fo- 
cuses attention on some of the high- 
lights in the unfolding drama of re- 
demption. 

Genesis describes the beginning of 
God’s covenant people. It tells how sin 
came into the world and spread among 
the human race until all mankind be- 
came corrupt. Finally God _ called 
Abraham out of Ur of the Chaldees, 
promising that in him all men should 
ultimately be blessed. The promise was 
repeated to Isaac and Jacob. Joseph, 
one of the twelve sons of Jacob, or 
Israel, from whom the children of Israel 
sprang, saved his brethren from the 
famine and settled with their families 
in the land of Egypt. 

Exodus describes the birth of the 
covenant nation. The Israelites were 
delivered from bondage in Egypt and 
entered into a covenant with Jehovah at 
Mt, Sinai, in which he promised to be 
their God and they promised to be his 
people. 

Leviticus records the legislation of 
the covenant nation, which, according 
to tradition, was given to the Israelites 
while they were encamped at Sinai. 

Numbers tells of the advance of the 
covenant nation upon the promised 
land. Deuteronomy contains three ad- 
dresses which Moses is said to have 
delivered to the Israelites while they 
camped in the plains of Moab, waiting 
for the swollen waters of the Jordan to 
subside. 

Joshua describes the settlement of 
the covenant nation in the promised 
land. Succeeding Moses as the leader 
of the people, Joshua led the Israelites 
across the Jordan, and in a series of 
rapid and daring campaigns broke the 
power of the Canaanites. He then di- 
vided the land among the twelve tribes, 
and bade them to complete the process 
of subjugation. We take up the story 
at this point. 


I. The Cause of Israel’s Failure 


Judges has to do with the failure of 
the covenant nation in the promised 
land as a theocracy (i. e., before the 
rise of the monarchy). For more than 
200 years the Israelites remained in the 
land without any centralized govern- 
ment, except for an occasional deliverer 
who would appear in a time of emer- 
gency, and by his personal prowess or 
Wisdom gather some of the tribes about 
him. During this period the Israelites 


to some of the surrounding nations; 
they never really succeeded in establish- 
ing themselves as an independent na- 
tion. The first two chapters of Judges, 
forming an introduction to the book as 
a whole, explain the cause of this fail- 
ure, and summarize the course of 
Israel’s history. There was a cycle— 
sin, suffering, repentance and deliver- 
ance—repeated over and over again. 

1. Sin. “‘And the children of Israel 
did that which was evil in the sight of 
the Lord.” That evil took many forms, 
but the root evil from which all other 
developed was the fact that ‘‘they for- 
sook the Lord God of their fathers . . 
and followed other gods, of the gods 
of the people that were round about 
them.” The gods of the people to whom 
they turned were Baal (plural: Baalim) 
and Ashtaroth. Baal was the male and 
Ashtaroth was his consort. Every par- 
ticular community had its own Baal 
and Ashtaroth. They were the gods 
who occupied the land, who gave the 
sunshine and the rain, and who must be 
propitiated if seeds were to germinate 
and crops to flourish. 

The Israelites had been nomads. They 
learned the art of agriculture from the 
Canaanites whom they found in the 
land. And a part of this art as prac- 
tised by the Canaanites was paying due 
honor to Baal and Ashtaroth. It was 
the sort of sympathetic magic common 
to all the oriental fertility cults. Un- 
fortunately the religion of Baal and 
Ashtaroth made practically no moral de- 
mands upon its adherents. It was 
merely a matter of going through the 
proper rites. Perhaps that was one rea- 
son why it appealed so constantly to 
the Israelites. All of us are tempted 
to avoid the high moral demands of 
God and to make our religion a matter 
of form. 

But as Oesterly and Robinson point 
out (in ‘Hebrew Religion’): ‘There 
is a still graver charge to be brought 
against the religion of ancient Pales- 
tine. It was not merely indifferent to 
the claims of simple ethics, it even con- 
doned and authorized direct violations 
of the moral law. No one would justify 


murder in ordinary civil life, yet there’ 


were times (in the religion of Baal and 
Ashtaroth) when human sacrifice was 
practised. Sexual irregularity was con- 
demned by the common feeling of the 
western Semites but sacramental forni- 
cation was a regular feature of the re- 
ligious life (of Baal and Ashtaroth) ... 
and the great festivals, especially that 


were subjected for long periods of timeof the autumn, seem to have been times 
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of vicious license, when free rein was 
given to human passions.” 

It may seem at first that Israel’s sin, 
her worship of Baal and Ashtaroth has 
no particular meaning for our own 
times. But fundamentally human na- 
ture does not change, and the same sin 
appears in different forms. We, too, 
are tempted to worship gods, who offer 
us material success, whether we call 
their names Baal and Ashtaroth, or 
Business, or Money, or Power. We, 
too, are tempted constantly to accept 
the ways and the ideals of the people 
among whom we dwell, the people who, 
as we think, can help us to find happi- 
ness or success. We, too, are inclined 
to turn away from a religion which 
makes high ethical demands toward a 
religion of mere form. Licentiousness 
and cruelty flourish in our day as they 
did in the days of the Judges. 

2. Suffering. ‘‘And the anger of the 
Lord was kindled against Israel and 
he delivered them into the hands of 
spoilers . . whithersoever they went 
out, the hand of Jehovah was against 
them for evil . . and they were sore 
distressed.”’ 

As Oesterly and Robinson proceed to 
explain, this was not a piece of arbi- 
trary punishment. When the people 
turned away from God they lost their 
national unity, they became morally 
flabby, they became an easy prey for 
the nations round about. Sin still 
brings suffering in the world in which 
we live. God has created a world in 
which uniform acts bring uniform re- 
sults; in which breach of law, physical 
or moral, through ignorance, wilfulness 
or neglect, bring suffering on individuals 
and on nations, on the guilty and on 
the innocent. God has made man free 
to do his will or to reject it; free to 
seek his own selfish advantage or the 
welfare of mankind, free to build a 
civilization or to wreck it. 

Unless Christian people see that this 
is true, unless the nations of the world 
come to recognize this fact, there is no 
sure hope for the malady with which 
our civilization is afflicted. And that 
brings us to the third phase. 

3. Repentance. ‘It repented the Lord 
because of their groanings.’’ We might 
put it another way. When they renewed 
their loyalty to God, when they recov- 
ered their ideals, their faith in moral 
absolutes, they found strength to over- 
come their foes. God was with them 
because they had brought their social 
and political institutions, along with 
their private lives, into conformity with 
that moral law which undergirds our 
world. Pitirim A. Sorokin, head of the 
department of sociology in Harvard 
University, in his recent book, “Russia 
and the United States,” writing not as 
a moralist but as a sociologist, warns 
us: “Without the organization of a mo- 
ral universe no lasting peace is possi- 
ble, no matter what economic or po- 
litical reforms are made.’”’ Edwin H. 
Carr, professor of international politics 
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in the University College of Wales, 
agrees, ‘““‘The essential nature of the 
crisis through which we are living is 
neither military nor political nor eco- 
nomic, but moral.”’ If this be true there 
can be no lasting peace until there is 
moral recovery—in other words, repent- 
ance, or return unto God. Unless this 
occurs victory over the Axis will only 
postpone the final crisis. 

4. Deliverance, ‘‘And the Lord raised 
up judges which delivered them.’’ (Vss. 
16, 18.) These judges were not judges 
in our modern sense, but military lead- 
ers, political leaders, religious leaders, 
who turned the people’s mind back to 
God and enabled them to win deliver- 
ance from their foes. God delivered his 
people, not by some purely supernatural 
means, but by the agency of men who 
allowed themselves to be used as 
struments of his purpose. 

Twelve of these men are named in the 
Book of the Judges, and seven of these 
twelve play major parts in its pages. 
The first was Othniel, who delivered 
Israel from the King of Mesopotamia; 
then Ehud who slew Eglon, king of 
Moab; then Deborah, a woman, who 
inspired Barak to defeat the host of the 
Canaanites. Unfortunately in each case 
the deliverance was only temporary. 
When the danger was passed, they pro- 
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A Will Can 


—influence the lives of 
many people. Make yours 
a means of preventing diffi- 
culties for your family and 
of protecting their in- 
heritance against loss. 
Make your will now and 
remember the import- 


ance to your estate of ex- 
perienced administration. 
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came to him 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


ceeded to forget God. Our printed text 
tells how God’s call came to Gideon, who 
was beating out wheat in the wine press 
to hide it from the Midionites, who for 
seven years had swarmed over the land 
like grasshoppers in the spring time and 
had despoiled the people of their crops. 

Ordinarily it would have been 
threshed near the field where it grew. 
Oxen would draw a heavy slab with 
teeth over the threshing floor until the 
fruit was separated from the ear and 
the straw itself ground into chaff. But 
in this case the operation was carried 
on in the wine press, some distance 
away among the vineyards, the least 
likely place in which one would suspect 
the threshing of wheat to be carried on, 
Oxen whose lowing might be heard from 
a distance were dispensed with, and 
Gideon beat out his grain laboriously 
with a flail. 

While he worked, his thoughts were 
far away on his people’s sore distress 
(evident from his response to the an- 
gel’s salutation and no doubt he pled 
with God to send a deliverer. Even as 
he prayed the answer came. An angel 
(the word means a messenger) in the 
form of a man, suddenly stepped into 
view. Gideon was alarmed. The first 
words of the stranger however reas- 
sured him, ‘‘The Lord is with thee, thou 
mighty man of valor.’’ 

The words seemed a little ironical 
no doubt to the young farmer, hiding 
his grain from the Midianites in a wine 
press. ‘Pray, sir,’’ he said, ‘‘if the Lord 
is with us, why then has all this hap- 
pened to us? Where are all his won- 
derful deeds which our Fathers re- 
counted to us, saying, Was it not out 
of Egypt that the Lord brought us? 
But now the Lord has cast us off and 
has delivered us into the power of the 
Midianites.”’ 

There were abundant reasons why 
the Lord had cast Israel off, but the 
Messenger does not stop to explain or 
to argue. Looking full upon Gideon and 
speaking with divine authority, which 
led Gideon to perceive that it was more 
than man who spake to him, he said, 
“Go in this thy might and save Israel 
from the hand of Midian; have not I 
sent thee.”” (When we pray to God, 
does he often give us a task to do? Is 
that the way he answers. prayer—at 
times? Will our present crisis be met 
through direct divine intervention or 
through human _ personalities, whom 
God raises up and whom we are called 
upon to follow?) 

That night as Gideon thought about 
how to begin his great task, there came 
to him a second message from God. It 
that he ought to striac 
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his first blow for the deliverance of the 
people by destroying idolatry in his own 
home. (N. B. The groves—King James; 
‘“‘Asherah’’—R. V.—were the trees or 
poles that stood near heathen altars as 
the great symbols of deity.) Gideon 
did not have the courage to strike 
openly, knowing that he would meet 
opposition in the village and even in his 
father’s household so he acted in the 
stillness and secrecy of the night. 

As Gideon had feared there was a 
mighty outcry. It seemed for a time 
that his life was in danger, but his fa- 
ther’s unexpected support saved the sit- 
uation. The news spread rapidly that 
there was one man in the land who 
dared to stand up on the side of Jeho- 
vah. As a result, weak knees were 
strengthened, and when Gideon blew his 
trumpet men rallied to his standard 
from all parts of the land. (Is it easy 
today to stand up on the Lord’s side? 
Is it easier after one has taken a de- 
cisive step? What ought that decisive 
step to be? What effect would a cour- 
ageous example have on _ particular 
groups that we are acquainted with? 
Should we follow the crowd or stand 
out against the crowd?) 


The rest of the story, how Gideon 
by a famous stratagem defeated the 
Midianites, is well; known. Unfortu- 


nately the people’s return to God was 
once more only temporary. And _ so 
there were further crises, further en- 
slavements. Abimelech, Jepthah, Sam- 
son and others appeared as Judges, but 
in each case the decline was arrested 
only for a time. The two stories with 
which Judges closes (Micah and _ his 
idols, the sin of the Benjamites) illus- 
trates the social and political chaos that 
existed in the days when every man 
did what was right in his own eyes. 
(21:25.) 


II. Hope for Israel’s Future 


But fortunately there was another 
side of the picture, presented in the 
charming idyll of Ruth. We read here 
how a beautiful and unselfish Moabitish 
girl named Ruth, followed her mother- 
in-law back to Bethlehem, and forsook 
her ancestral faith to worship Jehovah, 
the God of Israel; how with the help 
of her mother-in-law she won the love 
of Boaz, the wealthiest man in the vil- 
lage, and one of the noblest characters 
to appear in the pages of Scripture; and 
how into this home there was born a 
child, who became the grandfather of 
David, ‘“‘the man after God’s own heart,” 
the great deliverer of his people. 

During the days of the Judges, when 
every man did what was right in his 
Own eyes, there were men like Boaz and 
women like Ruth, and homes estab- 
lished where God was honored and high 
moral standards were maintained in 
personal living and in public relation- 


ships. It was into such a home that 
David was born. Such homes are the 
real strength of every nation, and 


wherever such homes exist there is al- 
ways hope for the future. 
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BOOK SECTION 
Bible in the Schools 


TEACHING THE MULTITUDES. By 
Minor C. Miller. The Beacon Publishers, 
Bridgewater, Virginia. $2.00. 

Religious leaders everywhere are 
aware of the critical need of some 
method for teaching religion to the 
masses within the framework of our 
democratic state. Secularized schools 
have produced a _ paganized_ society. 
“Teaching the Multitudes’”’ begins with 
a recognition of this widespread need 
and follows through with concrete plans 
for overcoming this weakness in Ameri- 
can education. 

There are nine chapters in the book, 
in which almost every question or prob- 
lem that might arise when a community 
seeks to reach all its youth is helpfully 
discussed. A whole chapter is devoted 
to an illuminating discussion of the re- 
lation of church and State in public edu- 
cation. Other chapters deal with inter- 
church cooperation; essential prepara- 
tion, the curriculum, teaching stand- 
ards, and through-the-year guidance, 
The closing chapter gives a fine sum- 
mary of results that are produced by a 
faithful following of the general plans 
outlined. The book is written by the 
one person who is qualified by both ex- 
perience and study to speak with au- 
thority on “Teaching the Multitudes,”’ 
as he has directed for fifteen years a 
program now reaching 5%,000 children 
in Virginia. 

DWIGHT M. CHALMERS. 

Durham, N. C. 





THE BIBLE AND THE COMMON 
READER. By Mary Ellen Chase. The 
Macmillan Co., New York City. 316 
pp. $2.50. 

Miss Chase is professcr of English at 
Smith College, a distinguished novelist, 
and a superb stylist. This book, in 
which she attempts to introduce the 
common reader to the Bible and to in- 
terest him in its treasures, has been 
widely acclaimed by liberal Christians 
and by many secular writers. Conserva- 
tive Christians are less enthusiastic. 
Miss Chase accepts the results of criti- 
eal scholarship, and writes of the Bible 
chiefly as literature (containing some of 
the greatest literature of the ages) and 
as a fascinating record of religious ex- 
perience. But the book will interest 
many in the Bible who were never in- 
terested before. And no one can read 
the book without a new appreciation of 
the superlative literary merit of the 
Bible and of its intense human appeal 
to men and women in every age, in- 
cluding our own. 

mm. 4. F- 


“PERSONAL 
Heath Kopf. 


CRISIS.” By Carl 
The Macmillan Company, 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 


New York. 164 pages. $2.00. 

This is a book that moves on the level 
upon which men live. Such subjects are 
included as On Being Born, On the 
Choice of a Vocation, The Crisis of Mar- 
riage, The Sickness-Broken Body or 
Mind. 

Dr. Kopf deals with these and simi- 
lar subjects from the standpoint of vital 
religion and modern psychology. Pre- 
ceding each chapter are relevant quota- 
tions from the Bible and at the con- 
clusion of each chapter are beautifully 
worded prayers on the theme under con- 
sideration. This is a book which will 
enrich a man’s preaching and also one 
that may be placed in the hands of lay- 
men who are in the grip of some per- 
sonal crisis. 

KENNETH G. PHIFER. 

Franklin, Tenn. 


THE SOCIAL GOSPEL OF WALTER 
RAUSCHENBUSCH AND ITS RELA- 
TION TO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION. By 
Vernon Parker Bodein. Yale University 
Press. 168 pp. $3.00. 

This is another volume in the now 
famous ‘‘Yale Studies in Religious ®#du- 
eation.”” Two of the earlier studies 
were by Southern Presbyterians, Sher- 
rill and Schenck. The title and the ap- 
pearance of the book remind you that 
this was a Ph. D. thesis, but having said 
that, one is not to infer that this book 
is not interesting. It is. 

It gives a fine biographical survey of 
this great man, but more important, it 
sketches his contributions to religious 
thought and gives a particularly illu- 
minating account of his idea about the 
significance of the Kingdom of God. 
Said Walter Rauschenbusch: ‘No man 
is a Christian in the full sense of the 
original discipleship until he has made 
the Kingdom of God the controlling 
purpose of his life, and no man is in- 
tellectually prepared to understand 
Jesus Christ until he has understood 
the meaning of the Kingdom of God.” 

In spite of the author’s statement 
that there are four main ideas in Rau- 
schenbusch’s conception of the Kingdom 
of God ‘“‘that have meaning for religious 
education,’”’ one rather feels that when 
he says that ‘“Rauschenbusch never 
worked out in any organized fashion the 
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consequences for religious education” 
that he had better let it go at that. 
However, to have done so would have 
changed the title of his Ph. D. thesis. 


JAMES APPLEBY. 
Anderson, S. C. 


THOMAS CRESAP, MARYLAND 
FRONTIERSMAN. By Kenneth P. Bai- 
ley. Christopher Publishing House, Bos- 
ton. 322 pp. $4.00. 

Thomas Cresap ‘‘was no typical fron- 
tiersman.”’ Kenneth Bailey proves this 
by carefully documenting his biography, 
yet retaining throughout a smoothly 
running story of his fearless, shrewd, 
humorous character. The expansion of 
the frontiers to the Ohio Valley is ap- 
pealingly told with a wealth of human 
interest, excitement and historical data. 

ROBERT P. DAVIS. 


Towson, Md. ° 


PILOTS ALSO PRAY. By Lieut, Tom 
Harmon . Thomas Y. Crowell Co., New 
York. 182 pp. $2.50. 

This is a straightforward, thrilling 
autobiography of one of America’s 
young heroes, both on the gridiron and 
in the air. It would make an excellent 
gift to a boy or young man. Although 
not primarily a religious book, it re- 
veals throughout a wholesome faith 
which is a very essential part of this 
Catholic boy’s life. 


CLIFFORD W. WILLIAMS. 
Sweetwater, Texas. 
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Well-rounded Christian character. 
Personal attention. Thorough in- 
struction. Supervision of dormitory 
life. Athletics. Student activities. 
Accredited. Two years of college 
work. Preparatory department, 
Write for catalog. 

Summer School, June 11 
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MAKE YOUR OWN LAW 
Your will is your own law. With few restrictions it supersedes 


the state law of descent and distribution. 


If you do not make your 


will, you can have nothing to say as to how your property will be 


distributed after you are gone. 
Have your lawyer draw it. 


Let us help you plan your will. 
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President 
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TOWARD BETTER 


SPEECH Will You Helps 


A Free Forum for the Discussion of to aid the 131 churches in camp areas 

Gigs of Gycesh and Manner and to maintain 33 workers whose full- 
time duty is to minister to the spiritual 
needs of our boys and girls in the armed 








GUEST COLUMNIST 
A W. Va. Woman Writes: Many of ‘ 9 
our papers (not THE OUTLOOK) use services 


the adjective reverend as though it were : Firue Precbytorten Choreh 
a title. The —— and ‘ia tie wnt The General Assembly this year asks Columbus, Georgia 


every time I see gr hear it I feel irri- for $200 000 
tated as I was always taught that it I 

was in very poor taste to say ‘Rev. 
Jones.” We oven hear % in our Pree- Please respond liberally when your 
byterian pulpits occasionally, and min- church has its offering on 

isters, in some instances, call them- 
selves ‘‘Rev.”’ (return address). I some- 

times feel that our preachers are slip- May (Sth 
ping on a number of small things which 


an educated congregation expects them DEFENSE SERVICE COUNCIL 
: = th rds 
to Ge or net to do. in other words I PRESYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 


Atlantic Life Bldg. + Richmond, Virginia a 


Service Men Are Welcomed 


think they are so careless with pro- 
nunciation, grammar and in conducting 
the service that the congregation does 
not feel relaxed, inspired and uplifted 
when it is over. Am [| wrong? This is 
not for publication—at least, not 
signed. I’m afraid it might look too 
pointed as I have definite cases in mind. 

Comment: Exactly right. Here is a 
bulletin which says: “Sermon by Rev. 
Smithson.’”” Here are minutes of a 
church organization saying, ‘‘Commit- 
tee Members: Reverends Johnson, Jack- 
son and Jones.”’ This column feels that 
to teach the correct use of the term 
would be almest as difficult as its wel- Hull Street Service Men's Lounge Breakfast at 
. ; Richmond, Virginia Second Presbyterian Church 
come elimination. Its only virtue is Louisville, Kentucky 
its tradition—not always a virtue. 

Called Meeting 

Printed records or notification er- 
roneously tell of a ‘call meeting,” in- 
stead of a ‘‘called meeting.’’ 




















How Many Syllables? T. Garnett Tabb Thos. W. Brockenbrough Stuart Ragland 


Three-syllabled re-al-ize is f tl 
omianman ~ port an “ar Seen Tabb, Brockenbrough & Ragland 
changed to “i.’”’” In the same manner, General Insurance 


re-al-ly is changed to ril-ly. 1101 East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia Phone 2-6546 











BETTER SPEECH FOR YOU, By Daniel 
P. Eginton. Wilfred Funk, New York. 
232 pp. $2.00. 

Called “A Practical English Refresher,” 
this book will be of real benefit to anyone [ YES, IT IS TRUE. . . THERE'S MORE FOOD VALUE PER 


who plans to attack his speech problem 


systematically. From “Arm Yourself with PENNY IN MILK THAN IN ANY OTHER FOOD! 





Speech that Wins” to “Measure Your “The Home of Better Milk" 


re. e — « e 
soem ammrvementy ccnanter 20 18) Virginia Dairy Co, s:2 w. sain 
DID YOU KNOW? 
—that the ratio of drunken women 
to drunken men in Chicago has in QUEENS COLLEGE 


creased from one to five to one to 
two since 1931? CHARLOTTE 4, NORTH OAROLINA 
—that the divorce rate has dou- 
bled since 1917? Last available sta- 
tistics show one divorce for every accredited four-year college for women, offering B. A. and B. S. degrees. 
5.7 marriages in the nation. 
—R. L. ST. CLAIR. HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President 














Combining culture and scholarship with Ohristian faith. A standard 





























